ARTS & LIFE

THE VANCOUVER SUN, SATURDAY, JUNE 16,2007 F7

Singing: The noise that heals souls

Music I A UBC song
festival will explore why
its the pre-eminent
form of oral history

SONG: THE AUDIBLE SOUL
University of B.C.
June 17 - 27
WWw.visi.ca

BY JENNY LEE
VANCOUVER SUN

Singing can be rowdy, enthusiastic
and artless, but it can also stimulate non-
verbal Alzheimer patients to sing words,
express deep emotion when words fail,
and may even speed premature babies
progress toward independence.

Song is not only a pre-eminent form of
oral history, it holds all sorts of myste-
rious keys to the roots of language and
self expression and appears to have qual-
ities that assist our wellbeing and modu-
late our mood, says Rena Sharon, artis-
tic director and a key organizer of the
Vancouver International Song Institute s
new festival, Song: The Audible Soul, at
the University of B.C. June 17 27.

Why does music help us [deal with]
grief? Sharon asks. Why does it help
us do anything at all? It s just noise.

The UBC festival will explore these
and other questions combining history,
music interpretation, philosophy, phys-
iology, stagecraft, poetry and art. The 11-
day program includes study streams
and master classes for professional per-
formers, teachers of classical voice and
collaborative piano, and the interested
listening public. The series also
includes a series of noon-hour and
evening concerts.

The festival will focus on the English
language art song, a fusion of poetry
and music.

Art song begins with poems such as
those by Blake, Shakespeare or Dicken-
son, which are then set to music.

You re dealing with the music of Schu-
bert or Mozart and you re wondering why
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Pianist Rena Sharon is artistic director of Song The Audible Soul, at UBC.

did he write that group of sounds?
Sharon says. And then you look at the
words and realize he wrote those sounds
to describe those particular words.

Much new research is focused on
music and neuroscience, perception
and medical applications, Sharon says.
A concurrent scientific symposium at
the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced
Studies, June 21 23, will bring together
experts in linguistics, music neuro-
science, cultural anthropology, poets,
philosophers and musicians.

The Song festival begins with a June
17 forum hosted by Bill Richardson and
featuring B.C. composers and poets.
The opening concert features Canadian
compositions and

artists.

Faculty include U.K. singer Stephen
Varcoe; U.S. pianists Margo Garrett and
Alison D amato; Canadian vocalists Tra-
cy Dahl and Benjamin Butterfield; and
Canadian pianists Terence Dawson and
Laura Loewen.

Noon-hour concerts at the UBC
School of Music Recital Hall take place
June 18 22, 23 and 26. Tickets are $10
(cash only) and available at the door.

Evenings concerts take place June
17 27, excluding June 23. Tickets are $26
and available at www.ticketstonight.ca
or 604-231-7535.

For more information, call 604-643-
9119.

jennylee@png.canwest.com
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